Postintubation tracheal stenosis.
Postintubation tracheal stenosis is a clinical problem caused by regional ischemic necrosis of the airway. The incidence of postintubation tracheal stenosis has decreased with recognition of its etiology and modifications in the design and management endotracheal and tracheostomy tubes; however, it remains the most common indication for tracheal resection and reconstruction. Single-stage resection and reconstruction by a competent tracheal surgeon results in good or satisfactory results in 93.7% of patients, with a failure rate of 3.9% and a mortality rate of 2.4%. The intellect and skill of Dr. Grillo has made the etiology and management of postintubation stenosis obvious to us all.